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awakened once more owing to his becoming too
physically fatigued, over-indulging in extraordinary
meals, and then catching a chill while sleigh-racing.

Finally the wishes of every Frenchman were
realized on 4th September with the coming into
the world of the Dauphin Louis. The birth of a
son of France was greeted by illuminations,
bonfires, the closing of all shops, popular rejoicings,
and magnificent ceremonials; for sixty-eight years
there had not been a direct heir, so archives had
to be consulted for conventional procedure on
such occasions. The aldermen of Paris lit up
their houses with chandeliers and brilliant lanterns,
and set casks full of wine and Bologna sausages
and small loaves before their doors.

At the height of bliss Louis XV went from
Versailles to Paris, took part in a solemn Te Deum
at Notre-Dame, then "went to the Hotel de Ville
where the municipality showed their attachment
to their king by a fine display of fireworks, and a
banquet. He, at about half past one in the morning,
crossed the Rue des Lombards, reached the Rue
de la Ferronnerie and the Rue Saint-Honore,
admired the illuminations of the Place Vendome,
and took the road for Versailles, very pleased with
the welcome given by his good capital.

However there still remained many subjects for
anxiety; the religious disputes were far from being
settled; there was a continually recurrent animosity
to the Jansenites and Jesuits; and the public were
violently partisan. Pamphlets and party songs
stirred up an antagonistic spirit; philosophers and